
February 23, 2016 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, was held on 

February 23, 2016, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM, Closed Session 

beginning at 7:00pm. Council Members present included:  Danny Turner, Gene Teague, 

Sharon Brooks Hodge, Jennifer Bowles and Mark Stroud.  Staff present included: City 

Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, Clerk of Council Karen 

Roberts, City Attorney Eric Monday, Finance Director Linda Conover, Budget Analyst Mary 

Prillaman, Public Works Director Jeff Joyce, Director of Electric Durwin Joyce and Police Chief 

Sean Dunn. 

Vice Mayor Bowles called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into 

Closed Session.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Mayor Turner, seconded by Council Member Hodge, with the 

following 5-0 recorded vote: Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member Stroud, aye; Council 

Member Teague, aye; Mayor Turner, aye; and Council Member Hodge, aye; Council convened 

in Closed Session for the purpose of discussing the following matters: (A) Discussion or 

consideration of the investment of public funds where competition or bargaining is involved 

where, if made public initially, the financial interest of the governmental unit would be 

adversely affected, as authorized by Subsection 6, and (B) Consultation with legal counsel and 

briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, 

or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as 

authorized by Subsection 7.  At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of 

Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements 

were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the 

motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  

On a motion by Turner, seconded by Hodge, with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to 

return to Open Session: Mayor Turner, aye; Council Member Teague, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, 

aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; Council Member Stroud, aye. 

Following the invocation by Vice Mayor Bowles and Pledge to the American Flag, Bowles 

welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes from the February 9, 2016 meeting – on a motion by 

Council Member Stroud and seconded by Council Member Hodge with a 5-0 vote in favor, 

Council approved the February 9, 2016 minutes as presented. 

Recognize City Employees who are eligible for Service Awards – January 1 through March 

31, 2016 – City Manager Towarnicki recognized the following employees for their years of 

service.  He congratulated them and thanked them for their service. 
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Consider presentation of a Joint Proclamation with Henry County,  recognizing  

Martinsville/Henry County General District Court Judge Edwin A. Gendron, Jr. on his 

retirement – Vice Mayor Bowles read the proclamation recognizing Judge Gendron.  Judge 

Gendron said it was an honor and a pleasure to serve as Judge in the City court and he had 

enjoyed working with the staff. 

 

Conduct a public hearing to consider a request for rezoning of 51 Lester Street and 49-

Lot Lester Street from M-2 – Heavy Manufacturing District to C-2 – Central Business District – 

public hearing was opened with no response and then convened to a future date.  

Hear a presentation regarding development of an asset management plan for water and 

sewer – City Manager Towarnicki summarized the asset management plan and its benefit to 

the City.  When the plan is developed, it will continuously be updated and used as a tool for 
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budgeting.  He introduced Lori Kroll of Draper Aden.  Mrs. Kroll said it was an honor to 

present Council with a progress report of the asset management plan.  Asset management is 

an important tool in planning the future infrastructure of the City.  Ms. Kroll presented a 

PowerPoint detailing the asset management program including local need, stages of 

implementation, asset management process, state of assets, levels of service, criticality, life 

cycle costs and long term fundraising strategy.  Mrs. Kroll provided the updated plan which 

was shared with Council Members digitally. The plan will need to be updated yearly.  Council 

Member Teague stated that he appreciated the plan but felt that it will be a difficult thing to 

cut jobs or ask residents for a tax increase to fund future repairs.  Most of the projects 

previously and currently are handled on an “as needed” basis.  Hodge said her first year on 

Council she expressed concern on how profits were spent on other things instead of 

reinvesting in infrastructure.  She asked if this plan is focusing on new projects that will need 

repair in the future or is the focus on current issues that need repair soon.  Kroll said the 

asset management program focuses on both.  Kroll said this program is a mechanism to 

educate the public on City needs.  Bowles stated that she feels this is a common sense plan 

and she fully supports it.  She thanked Andy Lash for working on the computer program to 

support asset management details.  Kroll said the focus has been on water and sewer so far 

but the next step is to work more closely with Public Works projects.  Stroud agreed that the 

asset management program is a good plan and he felt encouraged that Martinsville is the first 

community in Virginia to present an asset management plan to DEQ. He agreed that Mr. Lash 

is an asset to the City.         

Hear an update from Community Development staff regarding the Northside Community 

Development Block Grant project  - Wayne Knox provided an update on the Northside Grant 

project.  Recently there was an interim compliance review which resulted in a good review but 

he stated that the project is progressing slower than scheduled due to lack of property owner 

response.  The design work on Franklin Street and Dillard Street is  complete and once 

contractors begin on Franklin Street then that area will be closed to thru traffic.  He updated 

Council on properties that are to be remodeled or rebuilt.  Hodge stated that a concern was 

that one of the contractors was behind.  Knox confirmed that they have spoken to the 

contractor and rehab people and he feels that issue had been resolved.  Hodge asked about 

the deficit from previous block grants and how they plan to prevent that from happening 

again.   Knox says that little money has been spent and that the Finance department is 

monitoring it.  Mr. Knox said completion date is expected by January 23, 2017. 

Consider approval on second reading of an ordinance reciting the expediency of the 

issuance of up to $10,000,000 principal amount of water and sewer revenue bonds for the 

City’s sewer interceptor project – City Manager Towarnicki summarized the project funding.  

There are two more actions that will need to occur at the March meetings.  A motion was made 
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by Council Member Teague to approve on second reading of the ordinance, motion was 

seconded by Council Member Hodge with a 5-0 recorded vote: Hodge, aye; Bowles, aye; 

Stroud, aye; Teague, aye; and Turner, aye. 

 

 

Hear information regarding a proposed resolution directed to the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission (FERC) concerning the Prairie State Energy Campus project – City 

Manager Towarnicki referred to the copies provided to Council about the proposed resolution 

presented by Mayor Turner at the February 23, 2016 Council Meeting.  Towarnicki said there 

was significant research done since the previous meeting and pointed out some discrepancies 

and differences.  Hodge asked Towarnicki to further explain how he came up with the 

numbers.  Mayor Turner disagreed with some of the information Towarnicki provided, stating 
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that the City cannot sell without taking a loss.  Teague says the City has only committed to 

purchasing power and said that he would support the revised resolution only because it is for 

assessment only.  Vice Mayor Bowles read the resolution.  Council Member Hodge made a 

motion to approve the resolution concerning the Prairie State Energy Campus Project, Mayor 

Turner seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 
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Consider adoption of a City Investment Policy – Linda Conover explained the Investment 

Policy.  She said this policy does not change anything they currently do, it just explains the 

procedure they already follow.  Teague asked to make a suggestion to Item E on Page 1, 
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requesting the Treasurer provide the investment reports to Council going forward.  Hodge 

asked if we “shop” for best rates, Conover confirmed that the City sends out a request for 

proposals so they can lock in the best deals.  A motion was made by Council Member Teague 

to adopt the Investment Policy with the requested change, Mayor Turner seconded the motion 

with all Council Members voting in favor. 

 

Consider approval of consent agenda – A motion was made by Teague and seconded by 

Hodge to approve the consent agenda as presented, all Council Members voted in favor. 

 

Comments by members of City Council – Hodge attended the business matchmaking 

event, stating that it was a good event and she wanted to commend the EDC for a good job.  

She asked the City Manager to provide a report of how the City works with other local 

businesses.  Teague mentioned Fast Track March 1 and 2, 2016 and said it’s a successful 

event for the community and noted the new location.  Turner recognized Lonnie Carter who 
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passed away earlier in the day.  Turner asked if Martinsville was a community where the 

residents could pay for tickets with canned goods.  Monday said he didn’t believe we had the 

authority to accept any other forms of payment other than cash.  Hodge mentioned the fee 

added to a traffic ticket that went towards equipment for patrol cars and asked for research on 

how that would work.  Bowles congratulated the Martinsville Bulldogs on their win.  She 

talked about Black History month and recognized previous African American City employees 

who had worked in the Police Department and School Board.  She encouraged the younger 

generation to talk to their elders and learn their history.  The Millinials of Martinsville and 

Henry County are close to their goal for the Flint Michigan donation. 

Comments by City Manager – Towarnicki mentioned that the City has two booths at the 

trade show including MiNET, Water Department and Fire Department at one and the Police 

Department at the other.  Applications for the Start-Up Martinsville program received 18 

applications.  Those have been reviewed and boot camp classes begin February 25, 2016.  He 

said at least 15 of those applicants were invited to attend the classes and awards would be 

made at the end of the program.   

City Attorney – City Attorney Monday addressed the bill that was referred to by Mayor Turner.  

Delegate Marshall put into the bill to authorize the creation of land bank authorities to manage delinquent 

or blighted properties.  

Business from the Floor (not televised) – Dianne Ennis, 1216 Knollwood Place – wanted to 

thank Council for putting the asset management plan together.   

There being no further business, a motion was made by Council Member Teague to 

adjourn the meeting, seconded by Council Member Hodge with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:09pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council           Mayor 

 

 


